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new teen programs

Director’s Report

Friendship House
Board of Directors Friendship Café had a “grand opening” on January 15. Our Open gym 

debuted on January 12th. With these, we launched Friendship Houseʼs new 
Teen Programs, a new outreach for ages 13-19! This program expands 
Friendship Houseʼs presence in the lives of at-risk teens looking to hang 
out with friends, as well as a safe, positive environment for them to go. 
Friendship Café offers coffee, food, free Wi-Fi and technology access, and 
an open-mic venue for aspiring young artists and musicians to explore 
their creative talents. Friendship Café is open every Friday night from 
7:00 – 11:00 pm. Similarly, Tuesday nights from 6:00 – 8:00 pm, we hold 
Open Gym, where teens can play a pickup game of basketball, dodgeball, 
volleyball, or whatever they decide. Our aim with these new programs for 
teens is to provide a fun, positive, safe environment where teens can be 
themselves and nurture their spirit.

Sincerely, 

�ev. Matt �undgren
�xecutive Director

How do I say thanks�  For the last 18 months you have seen articles in this newsletter about our 
building expansion pro�ect – the kitchen�cafeteria and educational wing.  The building process 
and the community support were ama�ing all throughout the process.  Now another miracle has 
occurred.  As of the first of the year we are mortgage free.  That is right.  All of the gifts, pledges, 
and grants have come in. Because of your generosity, we have paid off our loan and own the 
property free and clear.  Considering the total value of the pro�ect was �502,5�9 – this is ama�ing.  
A true miracle of Godʼs provision 
and your generosity.  We could 
not have done this without your 
help.  So, how do I say thank 
you�  I guess Iʼll do it like this� 
THAN� �OU!  



Facebook Page
Find us on our Facebook page: Friendship House of Christian Service. 

If you are or were a parent of a small child at one point, you probably can 
recall how hard children can be on everything… scuffs, marks, rips, tears, 
dents, dirt on your walls, baseboards, toys, books, clothes, tables. Here 
at Friendship House, weʼre no different! Can you help us? Gather some 
of your friends, your employees, your co-workers, your church…whatever 
group you belong to volunteer with us. Along with regular individual 
volunteers, an important gift to Friendship House is one time group 
volunteering. Many things are able to be renewed through the power 
of many in just a few hours. If you are interested in getting your group 
together to volunteer, contact Jessie Heppner, Volunteer Coordinator. 
Any size group from 2-100 people, any time.

the gift of time
In October, Friendship House and the Billings Family YMCA partnered to create a 
full day Preschool Program. Friendship House has not had a preschool program for 
over 10 years. The Preschool Program consists of ten 4 and 5 year olds that learn 
the basics of being in “school” such as:  lining up, properly holding writing utensils, 
listening, expressing themselves, walking quietly in the hallways,  ABCʼs, 123ʼs, and 
so much more. Two days a week, the preschoolers travel to the YMCA for swimming 
lessons and Rock, Tumble, & Roll (gymnastics/tumbling) classes. The preschool 
program has been a wonderful addition to our daily routine.  

To find out more information on our Preschool Program, please contact Jessica @ 
259-5569 or JessicaS@FriendshipMT.org

Ensure Friendship 
Houseʼs Future:
Contribute to our 
Endowment Fund 

for a lasting impact! 
Mark your return 

contribution
envelope.

I attended Friendship House. It was a place where we could learn, play, and be with our 
friends. One memory is getting out of school and rushing to the Friendship House. You 
wanted to be there as soon as possible for the start of some intense kickball games. Then 
there was Grandma Mary. She would be there with snacks waiting for us. �hether  it was 
ants on a log or my most memorable snack of cheese on a saltine cracker baked in the 
oven.  Grandma Mary was grandma to so many of us. 

I think my time at Friendship House has definitely helped shape who I am today. The love, 
discipline, and education I received have stayed with me all these years. Thanks in part to 
the familiar faces of Grandma Mary, Paul, and Barb. 

�ow I am proud father of three teenage daughters Grace 1�, Sophia 1�, and �aila 15. Iʼve been married to 
my wife Shayla for almost three years now. I graduated from Senior high. I started my own commercial hood 
cleaning business in 2004 and two years ago I began selling real estate. I just finished serving on the Billings 
Catholic School Board for seven years. 

The Friendship House has been a fixture in the community that raised me and made me who I am today. And 
for that I am forever thankful. Iʼm very thankful that Friendship House is continuing its mission on the South Side. 
Iʼm just one of many Friendship House Alumni that have benefited from the Friendship House!

��e�� a chi��

��e�choo�

become a f�ie�� of f�ie���hi�

f�ie���hi� ho��e a��m�i ��ot�ight

The Christmas Season is one of the highlights of the year. �umerous churches, 
businesses, and community members “adopt” our students for the holidays to 
ensure they have proper clothing for the winter months. Volunteers from Pilgrim and 
Mayflower Congregational Churches help over 30 students shop at �mart. Children 
are allotted a certain amount of money to buy clothes. The only limitation is that they 
must spend it on clothes which include: socks, shirts, pants, underwear, shoes, snow 
gear, etc. American �utheran Church, �illardʼs, G� Capital, First Interstate Bank, 
and The Bennet Family were also very generous in supplying clothing and gifts to 
numerous children in our program. Heartfelt thanks to all who “adopted” our students 
for the holidays. 

�im  �a�ca�e�a  ���

Toys-R-�s and Friendship House are quite alike. Really... you may ask…a toy store and a non-profit?  �ell, 
we both have a lot of stuff for kids to do, we both love making kids smile, and our best month of revenue is 
always �ecember. A non-profit secret (thatʼs really not-so-secret) is that our best contributions month is always 
�ecember, and we thank you for contributing during this generous time of year. But like Toys-R-�s, Friendship 
House is open all year, providing educational tutoring and social and emotional mentoring to our friends. Around 
here, we call our at-risk youth we serve friends, our little friends. Our friends come every day after school and 
in summer, ready to learn, play, and grow. � e also have our friends of Friendship House, our big friends, who 
provide weekly, monthly, or quarterly contributions, not just once a year in �ecember, but in every season. Our 

big friends ensure our little friendsʼ bright futures by 
providing for Friendship House year round. 

�ill you be a Friend of Friendship House?  To become 
a friend, see your return contribution envelope to learn 
how.


